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TEDx Ft. Lauderdale COOles
toNSU
Written by:
Victoria Rajkwnar

On Dec. 10, NSU will host its
first TEDx conference called TEDx
Pt. Lauderdale, from 12 p.m. - 9
p.m. in the Club Box at the Don Taft
University Center Arena. The event
is co-curated by TED@NSU.
TEDx Pt. Lauderdale is
an
independently
organized
Technology, Entertainment and
Design (TED) event.
Its program focuses on local,
self-organized events that bring
people together to celebrate ideas
worth spreading. These local,
COURTESY OF A2.TWIMG.COM
self-organized events are branded
NSU will host its first TEDx conference called TEDx Ft. Lauderdale. an independently organized Technology, Entertainment, and Design (TED) event.
as TEDx. The "x" represents an
independently organized TED
TEDx events are self-organized.
TEDx Pt. Limderdale is an effort to drive
event. The TED conference provides general
and showcase the creative economy that is
Luis Nicola Aguilar, president of the
guidance for the TEDx program, but individual
emerging in Broward County.
student organization TED@NSU, said

"I hope to have our own TEDx
NSU rather than just having TEDx
Pt. Lauderdale in the years to come,"
he said.
Aguilar said TEDx events feature
video conferencing called TEDTalks
and live speakers, which spark deep
discussion and connection in a small,
intimate group.
"I really want to encourage
students to come. It's important to
experience something different. The
idea is to have fun and to potentially
discover something that is worldchanging," said Aguilar.
Michelle Manley, advisor of
TED@NSU, said she is always
excited to work with students who
want to bring innovative ideas
to NSU.
"The students have put a great
SEE TED 2

Senior art Dlajors display
talent at exhibition
Written by: Arash Nasajpour
. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . .

"You have to look twice. I did
this [effect] on purpose just because I
like you to be engaged [in my work]
and interactive," said Di Leo.
Abutoubeh said, "I made my

On Nov. 21, the members of
NSU's 2011 graduating class of
art majors displayed
their portfolios at an
open reception for the
NSU community in the
Performing and Visual
Arts Wing of the Don
Taft University Center.
The exhibit will be on
display until Dec. 6.
Mahmoud
Abutoubeh, Grace Cox, Nicole
Di Leo and Resbma
Ramrattan showcased various pieces from their
graphic design studies.
Tennille Shuster,
art professor, said, "The
exhibit is a capstone
project for these seniors as a part of a
one-credit course."
Inside the exhibition, the first mural of art
was by Di Leo.
NSU's art majors display their talent for the community at the 2011

piece hard to read so that you spend
more time trying to decipher my
message."

PHOTO BY A. NASAJPOUR

Senior Art Exhibition.
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TED from 1

deal of effort into hosting a TEDx conference on
NSU's campus, and I hope that both faculty and
staff come out to support them," she said.
Guest speakers at the TEDx Ft. Lauderdale
event include: Lawrence Gartel, artist; Sarah
Frias-Torres, marine ecologist and biological
oceanographer; and Davina Leone, musician.
"TEDx is amazing," said Aguilar. "I
think it fosters the mission of TED in general,
fostering ideas worth spreading. Sometimes you

need to start small. It's a small event, but it can
become something a lot bigger."
TED is a nonprofit organization started
as a four-day conference in California 26 years
ago. Today, TED has grown to' support worldchanging ideas with multiple initiatives. Past
TED speakers have included: Bill Gates, British
Anthropologist Jane Goodall, and former U.K.
Prime Minister Gordon Brown.

EXHIBITION from 1

Cox's pieces can also be found at the
Museum of Art Fort Lauderdale.
"I am so happy to be a part of such a great
group and the closeness they all shared after four
years of having practically every class together,"
Cox said.
Paula Antonovna Savchenko, sophomore
psychology major, said, "[Reshma Ramrattan's

piece] is my favorite piece. It is inventive, and
the order of pieces [shows] simple brilliance
of thought."
Don Rosenblum, dean of the Farquhar
College of Arts and Sciences, said it was an
extraordinary event.
The art program is in its fourth year and has
two different tracks - graphic design or studio art.
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We wish you more sleep, no
studying, and slightly less coffee
than usual. We~ll catch up in 2012.
Until then, enjoy your break!

__~Curren
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Matress set and furniture
King $180, Queen $150, Full $120, Twin $90, Frames $39,
5 piece bedroom set $329
We can deliver. Call 954-465-6498 .

Editorials, commentaries and advertisements in this publication reflect the opinions of
the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the University or its officials, The
Current staff or other advertisers. The Current will not publish unsigned letters except
under special circumstances at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief. The Current reserves
the right to edit.
.
Contributing writers must not be directly involved with their coverage. Coverage
by contributing writers must be meaningful and of interest to the NSU community.
The Current reserves the right to edit, publish or deny submitted works as it
sees fit. The Current shall remain free of associations and activities that may
compromise integrity or damage credibility or otherwise create a bias, real
or perceived.
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NSU honors veterans with
scholarships
Written by:
Dean Gabriel William.s
NSU hosted its 3,d Annual Salute
to Veterans and Service Members
on Nov. 15 at the Rose and Alfred
Miniaci Performing Arts Center
where scholarships were awarded
to NSU students who served in the
armed forces.
"We have close to 1,000 veterans
here at NSU," said George L. Hanbury
II, NSU president. "Three of NSU's
core values [Integrity, Opportunity and
Community] are the military's core
values."
Anthony Letts, United States
Marine Corps sergeant, said, "Acting
on values is the only sure method of
guaranteeing success."
Hanbury discussed NSU's
commitment to assisting veterans
with the academic readjustment
process
through
university
scholarships and participation in
the Yellow Ribbon Campaign.
The campaign is facilitated by
the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs to assist veterans in securing
scholarships as a means of finance to
complete their higher education.
Anthony
Silvagni,
former
member of the armed forces, dean of
the College of Osteopathic Medicine
at NSU and emcee of the event said,

MRKE

News
Briefs
NSU's College of Allied Health
and Nursing students provide
hearing aids to children
In October, NSU audiology
students completed their second
medical mission in the British
Islands where they
Virgin
provided schoolchildren with
audiology services and hearing
aids donated by the ReSound
Corporation . Teri Hamill, Ph .D.,
professor of audiology, took
her students to BVI in February
to
identify
hearing-impaired
children. They later returned
to fit the children with hearing
aids.

NSU President George L. Hanbury II addresses the audience at the 3rd Annual Salute to Veterans and Service Members held in the Rose and Alfred Miniaci
Performing Arts Center on Nov. 15.

"NSU and myself really appreciate
[veterans' service). This is NSU
thanking [student-veterans)."

Fred Roger, business administration major and veteran, said,
"Each opportunity led me further on

[my career path). Opportunities are
everywhere and individuals should
search for opportunities."

'1DU~
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The Alvin Sherman Library
celebrates its lOt" birthday
On Dec. 8, NSU's Alvin
Sherman Library, Research, and
Information Technology Center
will celebrate its 10t" anniversary.
Starting Dec. 10, a yearlong
celebration will be held monthly
at the library. In January, they
will display a month-long exhibit
dedicated to 10 years of service
to the community. Events to
follow include "Celebrate 10
years .. .of Diversity," which takes
place Feb. 11 .
President Hanbury meets with
HPD students for town hall
meeting
On Dec. 2, in the Morris Auditorium
at 11 :30 a.m., President George
L. Hanbury II met with students
from NSU's Health Professions
Division for a student town hall
meeting. Hanbury discussed
issues with students and their
concerns and questions regarding
the state of the university and
their respective division.
Professor demands students
provide classroom snacks
In November, a California State
University, Sacramento professor,
George Parrott, walked out
of his Psychology 101 lab
class because snacks weren 't
provided. Parrott h.as demanded
snacks from his students for 39
years, and students were told of
this demand on the first day of
class. University spokeswoman
Kimberly Nava said Parrott was
ordered to stop demanding
snacks by the dean and that his
decision to walk out of class was
unacceptable.

Letter to
the Editor

BARRY LAW Makes its Case
Providing students with the skills and knowledge
to aid SOCiety through the competent and ethical
practice of law is what drives the Barry University
Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law. The real-world
legal skills developed at Barry Law are showcased
by our championship-caliber trial and moot court
teams. That same legal expertise is displayed
by our graduates every day in law offices
and courtrooms.

HI A DU""-

D~y

. ~

U N I V E R SIT Y
SCHOOL OF LAW

ORLANDO, FLORIDA

www.barry.edu/NSU
Barry University School of Law is fully accred~ed by the American Bar Association
(Section of Legal Education & Admissions to the Bar, ABA. 321 N. Clark Street, Chicago. IL 60654,312-988-6738).

nsunews@nova.edu

Police department employees
fired after trying to cast spell
on a city official
On Nov. 30, two North Miami Beach
police department employees were
fired after allegedly engaging
in Santeria, an Afro-Cuban
religion, in an attempt to remove
City Manager Lyndon Bonner
from North Miami Beach City
Hall. According to sources, the
accused employees tried to
convince a janitor to assist them
by spreading birdseed, believed
to spread negative energy, in
Bonner's office. He refused and
reported the incident to police.
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT=, NEIL KATZ
Written by: Alyssa Sterkel

struggle, Katz became interested in conflict resolution. At that
time, there was only conflict resolut(on in the area of labor
management negotiations, not interpersonal, .Qr organizational
'
negotiations.
He then started a program at Syracuse University in 1972
for non-violent conflict and change, specializing in social

~-

Before it was a vibrant field, people who were involved in
peace movement activities or peace research were sometimes
Novelist and poet Arthur Koestler wrote about three
called communists. Katz said it wasn't seen as a legitimate
experiences he hopes to impart on people, experiences that
field at that time.
Neil :E<.atz, Ph.D., professorJnd chairperson of the Graduate
"It was always seen as fringe material that only very nai:ve
Department of Conflict Anaiysis and Resolution in the School
and idealistic people would be involved with. Ironically, now
of Humanities and Social Sdences, also tries to
some people are worried that it's too main-stream,
produce every time he steps foot into a classroom or
but I don't think that. It's material that everyone can
training event. . - , '· ,, . . . -. ' ::.
benefit from. I love that my clients are a variety of
Katz said; Yjpe first
'ha ha' experience
corporate, government, educational and community
groups," he said.
bec~\\se ,~~ucatioh .sh~M(injoy,1ble. The second
Katz also has a consulting firm, Dr. Neil
j ~~ ~~ J!,}_a ' experieilce· qf *lJ;Se education should
Katz
and
Associates,
which means he wears a variety
·pro.vide{Ifi.any
insights
thac:allow
people
to
gain
', '~·
,,.~; .,,
. ....
.
wisdom. The third is an 'ah' experience because
of hats.
"It's challenging, but exciting. I believe
education should provide inspiration, prompting the
student to want to continue to refine their knowledge
you have to continually test theory in the practice
and skills."
environment. In the consulting and training world,
Katz came to NSU two and a half years ago to
your theories, knowledge and skill level are being
help continue what he started in the field of conflict
tested every minute. In some ways, it is more of a
analysis at Syracuse University where he still has
true test of your ability and the utility of this material
an emeritus· appointment and a position in training
than traditional teaching and scholarship," he said.
in executive programs. He liked that NSU had a
What Katz enjoys most about his work is
robust curriculum in the conflict analysis field and
that he can bring it home with him because many
of the principles and skills learned can be used
an appreciation for the practice elements of the
in a variety of challenges in everyday life. As a
curriculum.
testament to his success in this, he was awarded
"To be effective, you have to draw linkages
the Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Award
between both theory and practice. What drew me to
from the Syracuse community for his career long
NSU is their appreciation for the practice as well as
COURTESY OF NEIL KATZ
commitment to nonviolent conflict resolution and
theory and I'm really dedicated to building bridges
Neil Katz helped pioneer the field of conflict resolution and was awarded the Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Award
the principles embodied in Dr. King's life and work.
between the two," he said.
for his efforts.
"I try to embody the principles and
Katz said he is part practitioner and part scholar.
. techniques of both nonviolence and constructive conflict
movement teaching and research.
Therefore, Katz's goal for NSU is to create more appreciation
"Now, it's a very hot field," said Katz. "Conflict resolution
resolution in my personal relationships as well as my business
and support for apprenticeships in the field.
relationships. The material we teach in conflict resolution and
has become much more legitimate. I do a lot of training with
The passion Katz has for conflict analysis is what drove
negotiations can be used many times every day of one's life,"
groups such as major corporations, government and the Air Force
him to help pioneer the field in the late 1960s. During his
Katz said.
dissertation on anti-war groups specializing in non-violent
and the Navy and that would not have_been done before 1990."

~.'i
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an assortment of goodies into a gift
basket. It's thoughtful, and, hey,
everyone loves getting a bunch of
presents. Build a gift basket. They
offer the cellophane paper, basket
and ribbons, all for under $5. Fill it
with cards, candy and hot chocolate.
Get creative with your basket sometimes a practical gift is more
appreciated than a luxury, and they
give you so much to work with.
The best thing about Dollar Tree
(unlike many so-called dollar stores)
everything is actually for $1, so you
can't go wrong.
Dollar Tree.
Whatever gifts you decide to
I know what you're .thinking,
give, remember it's not the price that
"Dollar Store presents, what the · matters but the intention behind it.
hell?" but hear me out. It's astounding
Happy Holidays!
to see how much Dollar Tree has to
offer. For less than $10 you can pack

budget: Gift giving has ·never
been more .affordable
Written by:
Victoria Rajkun:tar ··~··

The best part of bargain hunting
· · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·is finding cheap and unique gifts.
Ladies and gentleman, it's
Instead of giving something that
will sit in a corner and collect dust,
that magical time of the year again:
try giving decorative picture frames,
holiday shopping. It's hard enough
ornamental wine bottle openers or
finding out where the sales are (who
exotic candles. Each check out at
has time to wait around for them?),
around · $5 at these stores. If you're
and clipping coupons wastes more
shopping for a gadget fiend, you
time than it saves money, so what's
can also find an assortment of
the holiday college-shopper to do?
technologically savvy appliances for
Being cheap doesn't always mean
the home, such as clocks, kitchen
being .thoughtless. Find out how to
appliances and iPod accessories.
save, and make money this holiday
Spoil the ones you love. Treat
season. Here are some frugal gift
them to an affordable luxury with
ideas that will make your family and
online savings.
friends think you spent major dollars:
Online shopping has never
Need fast cash? Check out
been easier. Sites like Groupon and
Plato's Closet.
Living Social offer discount prices
The great thing about Plato's
for spa treatments, airline tickets,
Closet is that they will pay you for
yoga sessions and exclusive dining
your old, lightly-worn clothes. Trade
coupons to local hot spots - you
in some of your clothes, and use the
name it. All you need is _an email
money to put towards gifts (or treat
address to begin the indulgence.
yourself to something nice, I won't
The temptation to buy is high, but
tell). Plato's Closet also has a wide
remember you're _shopping for
selection of unique, pre-owned,
others. The discounted prices they
name brand clothes and apparel at
offer are outrageous. However,
discount prices that would also make
items are in limited stock and run
excellent gifts.
on a timer. So hurry and make your
On the hunt for nick-knacks?
purchases before they're gone.
Head over to Ross and T J Maxx.

Don't forget to spoil the kids
in your life. _
This one is for the kids.
Head over to Marshall's, Ross or
Walmart to find a selection of toys
and children's clothes that will not
disappoint the kiddies (well, maybe
the clothes might). Marshall's and
Ross may have a limited selection
of toys but they are at the right price
and are significantly cheaper than
what Toys 'R Us has to offer. For
young children who have not yet
discovered the PS3, a cheap, stuffed
friend sounds just right for the
toddler in your life. For those kids
who have discovered the wonders
of technology, Walmart typically
has cheaper electronics than most
of their competitors. Pick up video
games, game consoles and cameras
atWalmart.
Have a new addition to the
family? Bundle up the bundle of joy
with affordable baby outfits, bibs
and booties without blowing up your
credit card. You can expect to get
nearly four outfits before reaching ·
$10 at either of the three stores.
Prepare to be amazed at
how far a dollar can get you at

COURTESY OF CHEAPGIFTS2_BLOGSPOT.COM

Spend less and give more this holiday season. Learn where to find the best deals on gifts.
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Did you know?
Fun facts about December
Written by: Alyssa Sterkel
It's December, and that means Christmas
is in full swing. But the last month of the year
is more than just a time to be with family and
friends for the holidays. There are quotes
referring to December, facts I bet you didn't
know and a few celebrations that don't involve
ornaments or noisemakers. Here is what you
may not know about December.
Every year, December starts on the same
day of the week as September and ends on the
same day of the week as April. It was the tenth
month in the Roman calendar until the year
January and February were created. December
is the month with the shortest daylight hours
in the Northern Hemisphere and the longest
daylight hours in the Southern Hemisphere.
Celebrations: World AIDS Day was

celebrated on Dec. 1, and Human Rights day
will be celebrated on Dec. 10. Today (Dec. 6)
is Constitution Day in Spain, Saint Nicholas
Day in Greece and Independence Day in
Finland. Nobel Prizes are awarded on Dec. 10,
on the anniversary of Alfred Nobel's death.
Kwanzaa is celebrated from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1,
and Hannukuh is celebrated on Dec. 20.
December is also National Tie Month,
Worldwide Food Service Safety Month,
Root Vegetables and Exotic Fruits Month,
Quince (a flower) and Watermelon Month and
National Write a Business Plan Month. Dec. 2
is National Mutt Day. Dec. 14 is Monkey Day.
Dec. 15 is Cat Herders Day. And Dec. 30 is
one of my favorite days: Bacon Day.
Birthdays: Many household names were
born in December. Walt Disney was born
on Dec. 5, Jane Austen was born on Dec.

16, and Lebron James was born on Dec. 30.
Famous Christmas birthdays include: Jimmy
Buffet, Annie Lenox, Humphrey Bogart and
Sir Isaac Newton. New Year's Eve is also
a birthday party for many, like Val Kilmer,
Diane von Furstenburg, Anthony Hopkins and
Henri Matisse.
Quotes: December has also been stated
in quotes from famous people like Dr. Seuss
and Shakespeare. Dr. Seuss said, "How did
it get so late so soon? It's night before it's
afternoon. December is here before it's June.
My goodness how the time has flewn. How did
it get so late so soon." Shakespeare said, "How
like a winter hath my absence been. From
thee, the pleasure of the fleeting year! What
freezings have I felt, what dark days seen.
What old December's bareness everywhere!"
And, in case you forgot, December is also

In 1985, Alfred Nobel instituted the Nobel Prizes, which are
annual international awards in recognition of cultural and
scientific advances. The Nobel prizes are awarded on Dec. 10.

the end of the fall 2011 semester. Last day of
exams are on Dec. 9. Have a happy and safe
winter break, NSU.
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notion can cause people experiencing
chronic pain to feel crazy, like the
pain is all in their head. Further yet,
as if suffering with an invisible illness
is not hard enough, there is an implicit
expectation for people in pain, pain
that at times is inhumane to endure,
to go without care that only increases
functionality and alleviates pain
and symptoms without eliminating
the cause.
Receiving this care, which
is called palliative care, is often
associated with drug addiction,
internal weakness and feigning .
an illness, especially with all the
sensationalism the media portrays
about pill mills.

failed back surgeries and recurrent
episodes of sacral iliac dislocation.
Interestingly, the back brace I had to
Renee Glick is a third-year
wear for six months was frequently
doctoral student at the Center for
mistaken for a corset, a weight
Psychological Studies. She enjoys
training belt or a cry for sympathy.
reading, spending time with friends
From this journey, I have
and learning about nature and
realized that, much like death and
animals. Her interests include pain
dying, pain is avoided by most people,
advocacy, research, health psychology
as if recognizing the existence of pain
and suicide prevention. Her favorite
makes it contagious. Tn a society that
quote is "1 thi nk therefore 1 am," by
values "picking yourself up by the
Rene Descartes, and her philosophy
bootstraps," being in chronic pain is
on life stems from a quote by the Dalai
not only a disadvantage, it can also
Lama: "Happiness is not something
be seen as burdensome. Despite these
readymade - it comes from our
challenges, I have chosen to live my
own actions. "
ljfe as a pain warrior and encourage
other people in the pain community to
On April 23, 2003, I was
live a life that is not demoralized.
driving Northbound on 1-95
1 have learned to respect my
from Palm Beach College after a
limitations and not apologize
successful day of finals . At that
for requiring help, to approach
time, construction often brought
challenges with ingenuity and,
the bustling highway to a standstill
most importantly, to take back my
without warning, so when a dually
voice.
truck aggressively tailgated me, I
As a third-year doctoral student
frantically sought to get into the
specializing in health psychology,
right lane. Unfortunately, I could
I am often overwhelmed with
not switch lanes, so 1 motioned
demands that are difficult to meet.
Most nights, like this one, I am
with my hand for the truck to
draw back. However, my attempts
laid up on the couch, with my
were all made in vain. In the
legs propped up on a supportive
blink of an eye, zooming traffic
wedge, with a heated blanket and
my laptop.
seized to a halt, and as soon my
car came to a standstill, I watched
Pain is not only distracting but
can physically and emotionally
in horror through my rear view
mirror the accident that would
erode my ability to be productive.
unrecognizably alter my life.
However, there is a balance
As I sat numb amongst the
that must be maintained between
wreckage, I realized my arm
acknowledging when my body
needs a break and distracting
was ripped out of its socket like
myself from the pain by helping
the radio and alc vents that were
others and fulfilling my academic
relocated into my lap. As if I
and occupational aspirations.
had not been shaken up enough,
As the director of research
rubberneckers of the crash
COURTESY OF R. GUCK
studies for U.s. Pain Foundation,
collided with each other while
Renee Glick is a doctoral student at the Center for
Psychological Studies who endures chronic pain on a daily
1 now have the opportunity to
I was wheeled into the ambulance.
basis and uses her experience to further pain research.
In 2011, looking back at my
educate medical and mental health
professionals and the community
former life, I realize that I took
about the biopsychosocial aspects
the pleasures of being active
Paradoxically, without palliative
of chronic pain.
and pain free for granted, and the
care, many people in severe chronic
I teach an educational workshop
freedom of hitting the pavement for
pain cannot function at work and, thus,
I developed about a rare neurological
a run is now lost to me. In the place
disorder called Complex Regional
of physical freedom, mental strength
are forced into utilizing social security
Pain Syndrome (CRPS). I ill-fatedly
disability benefits. However, this choice
has been fostered from surviving
have firsthand experience with CRPS
is also criticized, especially in a society
interminable pain and endless
symptoms of burning pain that can
that values autonomy and youth.
surgeries that have altered the way
surpass digit amputation, muscle and
As a 28 year-old woman who
I approach every hour of each day.
bone wasting, pain elicited by the
enjoys fashion, I am often told that
Worst yet, I supposedly "don't look
"I look too pretty to be in pain" or
gentlest breeze or a delicate touch,
like I am sick," and 1 often receive
"You're too young to be in pain;" and
and motor disability.
remarks when I get out of a handicap
regularly my grimaces of pain are
Although,
I
would
give
parking spot such as: "You should be
disguised by the fac;ade of my youth.
anything to have been unscathed by
ashamed of yourself for taking your
the accident, I am grateful for finding
Prior to developing an amazing
grandparents' placard."
my life's purpose amidst the ruins.
support group, having my pain
Pain is invisible, and logic tells us
disregarded felt isolating. In 2010,
that pain should desist after the tissue
I required a spinal fusion after two
damage has healed. This common

Advertise with a classified today!
954.262.8455 / / thecurrentad@nova.edu

Diary of...
Do YOU have an
interesting story, or
know another student
with an
interesting story?

Email: Ihecurrenlnews@nova.edu

..,
events by students, for students

December

Saturday, Dec:. 10
TEDx Ft. Lauderdale conference » 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. and 6
p.m. - 9 p.m. Don Taft University Center and SaLes Institute
A six hour mUlti-sensory multimedia experience that features 18
of the county's leading thinkers. innovators, artists, philosophers
and entertainers representing fields such as technology, entertainment, visual and performance art, design, music, healthcare,
ecology and education.
Sponsored by TED@NSU
Contact: Luis Nicola Aguilar, aguiluis@nova.edu

Submit your student club or organization's events for
the Onshore calendar by emailing: trail@nova.edu.
Only events for students, by students accepted.
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ON THE BENCH
Commentary by:

Kevin Preciado

Trent Richardson
should get the
Heisman trophy
Between breaking the ankles
of Senquez Golson and stiff-arming
Neico Thorpe to another planet,
Trent
Richardson
undoubtedly
deserves to lift the Heisman Trophy
on Dec. 10.
The Alabama running back has
been a dominant force in the toughest
conference in the nation, and that's why
he should win this prestigious award.
It's one thing to put up
ridiculous stats against mediocre
football teams. It's another to shine
against top-level talent. Sure, Robert
Griffin III and Case Keenum have
destroyed opponents, but last time
I checked, their schedules have
been astronomically easier than
Richardson's.
Against the best team in the
nation, Richardson had a total of 169
yards. His team had a total of 295
yards that game.
In just 12 games this season,
Richardson has a total of 1,910 yards
and 23 touchdowns. When former

teammate Mark Ingram won the
Heisman in 2009, he had a total of 1,192
yards and 20 touchdowns in 14 games.
Richardson is the complete
package at running back. Not
only does he have the speed and
elusiveness that NFL scouts drool
over, he relishes contact. Richardson
finishes every run with authority and
doesn't understand the meaning of
the word "quit." You won't see him
pull a "Ted Ginn" and run towards
the sidelines.
When you are able to be a
game-changer against LSU, Auburn,
Florida, Arkansas and Penn State,
there is no question you deserve the
Heisman Trophy.
That's exactly what the Alabama
running back has done, and that's
why you'll be seeing him hold the
Heisman Trophy. He'll also play a
key role when Alabama defeats LSU
in the much anticipated rematch for
the national championship.
Roll Tide.
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David BeckhaDl's
assistance -to the MLS
Hftitten by:
Kevin Preciado

It was just five years ago
when soccer icon David Beckham
made the trip across the pond from
England and joined the Los Angeles
Galaxy. On Nov. 20, Beckham won '
his first MLS Cup with the Galaxy,
and with his contract expiring in
December, that might have been his
last meaningful match in the MLS.
If indeed this is the last we have
seen of Beckham in the U.S., one
question comes to mind. Did he have
an impact on the league and soccer
in this country?
From a layman's point of view,
one title in five years would indicate
no. However, those who follow
the game closely say he's had a
tremendous impact on the sport.
Giuseppe DePalo, NSU men's
soccer head coach, said Beckham
has been great for the MLS and for
U.S soccer.
"I think it was a resounding
success. Mission accomplished. You
can definitely say that the league and
soccer in general is in a better place
today than it was five years ago,"
he said.
Alvin Quaye, senior soccer
player, said, "[Beckham] has been a
good ambassador for the MLS, and
his move has made it easier for more

people to follow him
[by joining the MLS]."
Martin Naparstek,
senior sport and recreation
management
major, also thought that
Beckham's presence in
the MLS has made it
easier for other highprofile soccer players to
join the league.
"I think he helped
make the league more
attractive to European
players like Henry,
Keane, Marquez [and]
Ljungberg," said Naparstek.
Jonnathan Pineda,
junior sport and recreation
management
major, said the popularity
of MLS has improved a
great deal since Beckham
joined. However, he only
watches the MLS when
certain players play.
COURTESY OF WWW ZIMBIO.COM
"[I] only watch David Beckham won his first MLS Cup on Nov. 20.
games when Beckham,
Henry or Juan Pablo
league. Sort of like what Holland
Angel play," said Pineda.
is," he said. "Holland is a league
DePalo said the league needs
where young players who aspire to
too try a new approach if it wants to
get spotted for the Premier League
grow even further.
or Bundesliga go and showcase
"Now it's got to get away from
themselves. I think that can be the
model that MLS becomes."
being a league for retirees and develop
a reputation as an up-and-coming

My words to
NSUwomen's
basketball
2 nd edition
Written by:
Kevin Preciado
Five wins in a row. That's right.
Your Lady Sharks are on quite the
roll. They're not only winning, they
aretaking names.
On Nov. 19, they faced
Concordia-St. Paul in what proved
to be a rollercoaster ride. This
game had me on the edge of my
seat as NSU saw their 17 point lead
disappear, and the game ended up
going to overtime.
Now, in my last column,
I mentioned that Jessica Russi,
sophomore guard, is my new favorite
player. Well, it was Russi who drilled
the biggest shots of the game. Russi
opened up overtime with a pair of
three-point shots, and Meixandra
Porter, junior guard, helped secure
the victory by scoring seven more
points.
Both Russi and Porter recorded
a double-double in that game. Russi
had 19 points and 11 rebounds while
Porter had 16 points and 10 assists.

The ne~t three games weren't
nearly as dramatic as NSU walked
away with comfortable victories, one
of which was a 53 point blowout.
Porter and Danielle Robinson,
freshman guard, are proving to be
all-around great players. They can
easily create their own shot as well
as for others, while having the range
to drain three-point shots on a regular
basis.
Jasmine Wilkins, sophomore
forward, has been a monster in
transition. She does a tremendous
job of running the court, and there's
no stopping her when she gets a full
head of steam.
Senior
Guards
Quinessa
Johnson and Jessica Walter are the
quintessence of the word effort. They
have come up with key steals and
have sacrificed their bodies to draw
charges game after game.
Ladies, congratulations on
the five game winning streak. You
truly are playing a great brand of
basketball. For the NSU community,
if you haven't been to one of their
games yet, you are miSSing out.
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LSU versus who?
Written by:
Kevin Preciado
When LSU defeated Alabama
9-6 in overtime on Nov. 5, it
seemed all but certain that Alabama
was knocked out of the national
championship picture. However,
losses from Oklahoma State,
Oregon, Oklahoma, Stanford and
Boise State have made Alabama
the frontrunner to face LSU in the
national championship.
Most would agree that these
are the two best teams in the nation.
However, do fans want to see a
rematch, or would they rather see'
another team get a shot at LSU?
Garrett Runion, interim head
men's golf coach and LSU alumnus,
was at the game on Nov. 5. He said
he would love to see a rematch. He
believes that the only reason people
wouldn't want to see a rematch is
because the first game was such a
low-scoring affair.
"I believe we should play 'Barna
again for the national championship
purely because I think they are the
two best teams in the country from
the best and hardest · conference in
the country," said Runion. "Their
only loss was to the number one
ranked team by three points, and they
have played a bunch of other ranked
opponents. OSU or OU or any Pac12 team [did] not see as many ranked
opponents as LSU or Alabama did."
Joshua
Mathis,
junior
marketing major, said he also wants

COURTESY OF WWW.ZIMBIO.COM

LSU defeated Alabama 9·6 in an overtime thriller on Nov. 5.

to see a rematch because of the great
defensive battle.
"Alabama [should play LSU]
because they are the two best teams
in the nation, hands down. It would
be great to see them play again," he
said . .
Chris Jacob, senior computer
information ' systems major, said
Alabama is deserving of a rematch,
but he thinks Houston should receive
'consideration as well.
"Either 'Bama , or Houston

[should play LSU]. I think 'Barna is
the second best team besides LSU of
course. Houston [should go] because
they haven't lost yet, and [they]
have the best quarterback besides
[Andrew] Luck. The only reason
Houston isn't in the talk about going
to the championship is because they
don't really have a hard schedule,"
said Jacob.
The national championship is
scheduled for Jan. 9.

Player profile:
MollySigerich

Santa delivers a slam
dunk: The NBA is back

vvhtten by:
Kevin Preciado
.... ... .. ................ .......... ...
-

Senior volleyball player Molly
Sigeric!1 has been playing the sport
she loves since she was eight years
old. Even when she was at basketball
practice, Sigerich would find herself
trying to play volleyball instead.
Despite a losing record this
season, Sigerich said it was . one of
her favorite seasons.
"We got better as the year went
on," she said. "Once we stopped
caring about our record, we played
so much better, and this was one of
my favorite seasons."
Her most cherished moment
from this past season was the team's
Senior Night game on Nov. 12.
Sigerich said the atmosphere that
night was amazing. What made that
night that much more special for
Sigerich was having her parents come
in !rom Chicago to watch the game.
''They were here for Senior Night,
and that's all I wanted was to have them
here. I was so happy that they could
share it with me," said Sigerich.
Besides volleyball, what is
it that Molly Sigerich loves? The
answer would be the Chicago Cubs . .
She said that being a Cubs

fan teaches her loyalty
and patience, and no
matter how many times
her team comes up
short, she will always
support them.· Sigerich
is confident the team will
one day end the World
Series drought.
"It will happen.
One day we will win
the World Series, and
it's just going to be the
best feeling in the world.
It's so worth it," said
Sigerich.
Sigerich absolutely
loves the fact that you can
find Cubs fans anywhere
in the country.
She said, "I've gone
to Marlins games when
they play the Cubs and
there [are] more Cubs
fans
there.
They're
everywhere you go. It's
Senior Molly Sigerich helped the volleyball team win against
just like the unspoken
nationally ranked Rollins on Nov. 12.
language, you see them
and you can talk to them.
-' continue an internship with the Tampa
We just love our team so much."
Bay Yankees, as well as pursue a
She is a sport and recreation
,
Master's
in BusinessAdministration.
> management
major and hopes to

LeBron James and the Miami Heat will take on the Dallas Mavericks when the NBA season starts on
Dec. 25. .

Written by:
Kevin Preciado
Fear not basketball fans, for the
NBA lockout met its demise on Nov.
26. Christmas will be even more special
as the season kicks off on Christmas
day. Santa must be an NBA fan.
David Michael, fifth-year prepharmacy major, is a Lakers fan. He
said not having the NBA the past
month was torturous and when he
heard the news that the lockout was
over, he was thrilled.
"My reaction was woohoo!
Lakers can now ti:e Boston for title
number 18," said Michael.
Javier Duque, junior accounting
major and Miami Heat fan, was also ·
happy to see the NBA back.
"I'm ecstatic to see the NBA
again. I don't remember a time
where We have so many superstar
teams. The excitement of the NBA

is at an all time high and this year's
season starts on Christmas with six
championship contenders," said
Duque. "Can't wait to see the Heat
try to get back and win it all."
First-year law student, Anthony
Campenni is glad to see the Heat
in action again. However, he said
he was disappointed with the greed
displayed by the players and owners
during the lockout.
"I was upset and disgusted over
the whole thing because with the
economy down and people out of
jobs, these players are pretty greedy
to ask for money," said Campenni.
With free agency startin.g on Dec.
9, Campenni said the Heat's number
one priority should be resigning Mario
Chalmers. In addition, he wants the
Heat to sign a center.
"I think we need a good center;
a seven footer who takes up the·paint
and gets rebounds," said Campenni.
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Sharks uniteD ~
Channel 96 MOVie ShOW Times: PecemBer 1 For more information:

31, 2011

www.noVa.eJ)U/Sharksunit~v,

(954) 262-2602, email sharktv@nova.eDu

= SUTV MOVies

= SUTV PrQl)uctions
I

8:30 AM 2:00 PM , 10:00 PM 'Kt.30 PM
Dec. 6

Harry Potter
DH' Part 2

Crazy Stu'
pld Love

Captain
America

Forrest
Gump

Horribe
Boss

Iron Man

Elf

Transform·
ers 3

Dec. 7

Crazy Stupid
Love

Elf

Harry Potter
DH'Part 2

Transform'
ers3

Forrest
Gump

Horribe
Boss

Iron Man

Captain
America

Dec.S

Elf

Iron Man

Crazy Stupld Love

Captain
America

Transform·
ers 3

Harry
Potter DH·

Forrest
Gump

Horrlbe Boss

Dec. 9

Horrlbe Boss

Captain
America

Iron Man

Crazy Stu'
pid Love

Elf

Forrest
Gump

Transform·
ers3

Harry Potter
DH- Part 2

Dec. 10

Transformers3

Crazy Stu'
pld Love

Horrlbe
Boss

Iron Man

Harry Potter
DH-Part2

El(

Captain
America

Forrest Gump

Dec. 11

Captain
America

Elf

Crazy Stu'
pld Love

Forrest
Gump

Iron Man

Horrlbe
Boss

Harry Potter
DH- Part 2

Transformers 3

Harry Potter
DH- Part 2

Elf

Captain
America

ForJest
Gump

Transform'
er.s3

Horribe Boss

Iron Man

Harry Potter
DH- Part 2

Sports
Vision

SUTV News

SUTV News

Sports
Vision

Sports
Vision

SUTV News

Sports
Vision

Sports
Vision

SUTV News

SUTV News

Sports
Vision

SUTVNews

Sports
VIsion

I

Dec. 12

C~azy

Stupid
Love

I

Dec. 13

Elf

Horribe '
Boss

Iron Man

Crazy Stupld Love

Transformers3

Forrest
Gump

Captain
America

Dec. 14

Harry Potter
DH-Part2

Forrest
Gump

Captain
America

Irc:>n Man

Crazy Stupld kove

Horrlbe
Boss

Transformers 3

"The Muppets •."
Still a great laugh
T+1-itten by:
Davis Yahn
If you want to see a movie this
weekend and you would rather not
see a bunch of teenage vampires
frolic, then perhaps "The Muppets,"
is right for you.
In "The Muppets," three hopefuls
from Kansas come to Los Angeles
with a plan. Gary (Jason Segal) and
his long term girlfriend, Mary (Amy
Adams) are planning their 10 year
anniversary dinner and have chosen
downtown L.A. as a backdrop. The
couple decides that they should bring
Gary's brother Walter, (voiced by
Peter Linz) who is a Muppet and is a
fan of The Muppet Show which has a
studio in Hollywood.
In L.A. the trio puts everything
on hold when they find out that the

Jason Segal co-stars to the much more famous Kermit the Frog in "The Muppets."

now desolate Muppet studio is being
threatened by an evil oil tycoon, Tex
Richman (Chris cooper.) Richman
has plans to destroy the studio and
drill for oil underneath. That is unless
the Muppets can raise $11 million in
two days.
Jason Segal plays an adorable big
brother to Walter. His cool laid back
attitude, which is very reminiscent of
his character in "Knocked Up," goes
well with him being a responsible,
older sibling. When pressed with
choosing between his girlfriend and
his brother, Segal is pushed to the limit
but remains calm and cool. He makes
me wish he was my older brother.

Unlike Gary, Mary is not a
Muppet fan. Amy Adams, as Mary,
holds her tongue for most of the film
while her ambitions take a backseat
to the Muppet studio's fate. Adams
is a great actor for playing someone
holding back a ball of rage and
then exploding. She remains sweet,
however, and goes along with Gary
and Walter's plans for a good while
and even gets her own solo which
she sings quite well.
In the Muppet universe,
Muppets are puppets that exist
and function in society just like
normal people. The puppeteering or

COURTESY OF WWW.CON.SCREENRANT.COM

"muppet-eering" is well done and
makes their existence in real life
seem possible thanks to the help
of computer special effects which
make the Muppets walk and talk
with no strings attached.
Seeing Walter next to Jason
Segal might be a little nerve racking
if you're a fan of the old Muppets
who were attached to strings and
could, therefore, never fully apear
in front of the camera, but it works
out well. The plot is about as corny
as any other Muppet movie. There is
obvious foreshadowing, outrageous
irrationalities and inexplicit talents,

but it is all in good £uri and reminiscent
of the classic Muppet movies and
TV programs. The songs are great
and very amusing and are sure to
be memorable.
This musical comedy is
great for kids and brings back a
personal childhood favorite for a
new generation to enjoy. I highly
recommned this film to fans of the old
series and novices to the Muppets.
So, if you're looking for a
humorous movie with a bit of classic
appeal and would rather not watch
vampires run around for an hour and
a half, don't miss "The Muppets."
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"Breaking Dawn: Part 1" revamps
the whole Twilight experience
Written by:
Victoria RajkUlnar
If "Breaking Dawn: Part 1"
wasn't causing seizures, it was
blowing the minds of Twihards
everywhere. It was possibly the
best installment of the series since
it's launch with "Twilight (2008)",
starring Kristen Stewart as Bella
Swan, Robert Pattenson as Edward
Cullen, and Taylor Lautner as Jacob
Black. Seriously, these actors came a
long way from their awkward debut
back in 2008. Let's take a moment
to applaud Stewart for discovering a
new facial expression just in time for
this blockbuster hit.
For those devoted fans who kept
"Breaking Dawn" closer to them than
the Bible, this movie did not stray
too far from the actual storyline of
the book - a taboo which is never
appreciated. The movie kicks off with
the pivotal moment when Jacob rips
off his shirt (cardiac arrest, anyone?)
in outrage over Bella's wedding
invitation. The scene cuts to Bella
preparing for her wedding to the
vampire godsend, Edward.
Brief recap for those of you
living under a rock. Bella is a human
girl who happens to fall in love with
a vampire, Edward. Her best friend,
Jacob is also desperately in love
with her but turns out to be a shape
shifting "werewolf" whose wolf pack
despises the bloodsucker and his
entire vampire family. I know, it's a
lot to digest, but try and keep up.
I'll be honest. Her wedding was
freaking perfect. It blew my mind
seeing Stephanie Meyer (author of
the "Twilight" saga) make a cameo
as a guest at Bella and Edward's
wedding-super nice touch, Summit
Entertainment. The long-awaited
walk down the aisle was perfected in
the loveable-awkwardness of Bella
and her like-minded father Charlie
(played by Billy Burke). Yes, some
tears were shed after the "I-do's"

but the reception was balanced
by in-the-know comedy. Jessica
(played by Anna Kendrick) gave yet
another speech in this film that was
equally memorable as her last at the
graduation ceremony in "Eclipse"
(2010). I can still hear the screams
from the pre-teen brigade when
Jacob made his unforgettable second
appearance (he kept his shirt on this
time, so it wasn't too breath-taking)
to dance with Bella one last time.
Lautner gave his best performance of
the series. Passionate and heartfeld, it
was almost as though he jumped out
of the pages of "Breaking Dawn" .
OK, time for the dirt. How
much sex can you fit into a movie
without turning it into porn? Ask
director Bill Condon. I get that the
whole half of the story is based on
the marital relations of a human
and vampire, but sheesh ... enough
already. Sorry Twi-pervs, but the
sex scene did not sell it for me and
just made me feel uncomfortable
around all the pre-teen girls drooling
on themselves. Though they weren't
entirely graphic, it was still more
PDA than I'd prefer to watch
surrounded by 12-year-olds.
I can't really determine the best
part of the movie's sexy-scenes. It had
to be either the obsessed girls taking
pictures of the screen (a blinding
flash engulfing the movie every few
seconds. Thanks for that much needed
Facebook photo, dorks), the endless,
and I mean endless, screaming, or the
boyfriends of the crazed fans yelling
obscenities into the darkness. It may
have been a magical experience for
Bella, but not me.
I won't divulge too much
information on the rest of this movie
for fear of my life - I know some
of you all want to catch it after the
prepubescent crowds die down, or
just. .. die. Let's jet-set: Edward and
Bella have amazing sex, Bella gets
pregnant...after all that unprotected
sex, what a shock right? Seeing

Get intimate with Edward and Bella. check out Breaking Dawn : Part 1 in theatres now.

unnatural early signs of pregnancy, she
is rushed back to Forks, WA and begins
treatment to eradicate the monstrous
"thing" that is growing inside of her.
Edward despises his child while Bella
adores it. They both soon find out their
bundle of horror is actually a miracle
with gifted powers of its own.
Arguably, the best part of the
movie was the end. Spoiler alert: if
you don't want to know, don't read.
I mean it was done unbelievably
well; Bella is being burned from
the inside from Edward's venom
after she suffers from heart failure
and falls into a coma. Her body is
mangled from the effects of birthing

an inhuman baby, and I'm actually
surprised at how realistically
grotesque she looked - major props
to their costume and makeup team.
Stewart, I believe, uncovered her
niche in embodying the role of the
ideal comatose patient.
Everyone in the theatre lost
their minds as Bella's body began
repairing itself from the venom and
then the grand finale when her comaridden eyes opened to reveal her new
ruby-reds.
Check out this movie if you

haven't already (hell, see it again.
I'll join you). You definitely need to
be a fan of the series to catch many
of the jokes and references, so unless
you're familiar with the story I
wouldn't recommend seeing it.
Buuuut, if you're a hardcore
fan (it's OK, you don't need to admit
it) definitely head out to experience
the best movie out of the series. You
won't be disappointed. If you're
anything but a brainless Muppet
you'll check out "Breaking Dawn:
Part 1."

Delivered directly to your computer.
~
6-December 13
Tuesday 12.6
Bless The Fall w. The
Word Alive,

Motionless
In White, Tonight Alive
Revolution Live 5:30 p.m.

Friday 12.9
GREEN ROOM Dangerous Muse

We're good like that.

Revolution Live 9 p.m.

Trans-Siberian Orchestra
American Airlines Arena, Miami 8:00 p.m .

Saturday 12.10
Dub Vibes 3
Revolution Live 8 p.m.

Jingle Ball
Hard Rock Live,

Bank Atlantic Center in

HolIy!,ood 7 p.m.

Sunrise 7:30p.m.

Wednesday 12.7
Celtic Woman
Kravis Center, West Palm
Beach 8:00 p.m.
,,---

\

Sunday 12.11
Miami Dolphins v.
Philadelphia Eagles
Sun Life Stadium. Miami 1 p.m.

Thursday 12.8
Brian Posehn

Culture
Room, Fort Lauderdale

,-rmp;m.

Wanda Sykes
Kravis Center, West Palm Beach
8:00p.m.

*Listen to Radio X - WNSU 88.5 for a chance to win
to tickets to these events. CaU (954) 262 - 8460

from 6 p.m. - 3 a.m.
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Holiday movies to watch while you
wait for the pitler-pat of reindeer
paws on your roof
Written by:
Stephanie FielDing
One of the best things to do this
time of year is to watch your favorite
holiday movies. Nothing can make
us smile more than watching Santa
come to town or people in awkward
holiday-related situations. With that
in mind, here are my top 11 movies
to watch during the 2011 holiday
season. Whether you've seen them
before or not, they're sure to provide
some great holiday entertainment.
11. ''The Family Man" (2000)
Nicholas Cage wakes
up a family man
with a wife
and

children instead of the cut-throat
investment banker he was when he
went to bed. His Ferrari became a
Mini-Van, and no one knows him
at the investment fum to which he
devoted 13 years of his life. But a new
way to spend the Christmas holiday
may finally get him to stop looking
for his old life.
10. "The Holiday" (2006)
Sometimes the holidays just make us
want to run away to another country.
Cameron Diaz and Kate Wmslet trade
houses in L.A., and London to get
away from their own lives for a while.
9. "Adam Sandler's Eight
Crazy Nights" (2002) Sandler made
this animated comedy based on his
epic song "The Chanukah Song"
where he lets us know who is Jewish

" COURTESY OF WALLCOO.NET

Buddy (Will Ferrell) in the movie ·"EIf", cant keep up with the other elves in the toy"making process but he
doesn1 realize that he doesnt fit in;' .

and who is not in Hollywood. It's
worth watching the movie just to hear
the song, and, if you've never heard
it, hop on Youtube because you're
really missing out.
8. ''Money Train" (1995) When
Woody Harrelson, Jennifer Lopez
(back when she was still Jenny from
the block) and Wesley Snipes get
together as New York City subway
cops during the holidays, there's
bound to be some interesting action.
7. ''The Santa Claus" (1994) ,
If you kill Santa, you'd better be
prepared to take over his job. Tim
Alien, quite reluctantly, does just that
and slowly becomes Santa in every
sense of the word - quite a surprise
to his family.
6.
"National
Lampoon's
Christmas Vacation" (1989) If
you've ever had a family member
obsessed with making a holiday
special or a neighbor who puts up
enough Christmas lights to light
up the entire neighborhood, then
you )lave to watch Chevy Chase
nearly burn down the house, while
dealing with family and work issues, .
in this Christmas classic.
5. ''Bridget Jones's Diary" ,
(2001) It's easy to remember
Bridget when we think of
chick ,flicks involving an awkward
girl looking for love, but it doesn't

usually come to mind when we think
of holiday movies. But it takes place
over most of the Christmas and New
Year's holiday. In fact, the first time
she sees her maybe soul mate, he
is wearing a very dorky Christmas
sweater.
4. "Home Alone" (1990) How
can you not love the moment when
Macaulay Culkin slaps his face
with both hands and screams upon
realizing he has been left home alone
for the Christmas holiday while his
family flies off to France. Life is great
at first - pizza for dinner,
the TV
he can watch - until the bumbling
burglars corne to rob his house.
3. "About a Boy" (2002)
Hugh Grant (Will) makes anything
fun which 'is quite a job in this film
centered around a sad, lonely outcast
of a boy whose mother tries to kill
herself around the holidays. But that's
what you get yourself involved in
when you pretend to have a child in
order to join a single parent group
full of dumped, forlorn women.
What Will doesn't know is that he is
the loneliest one of all, and it's past
time for him to grow up. The beyond
awkward holiday scenes with the
kid and his bizarre family including
the almost-deceased mom are worth
watching to feel better about your
own crazy family holidays. But the
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SWIRL-IT. TOP IT. WEIGH IT. PAY IT.
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Shoppes at Rolling Hills (Next to Stork's Bakery)
, 3325 South University Dr., Suite 121
Davie FL 33328
954-916-1611
*Join us for NSU Student Happy Hours
Monday - Thursday from 3 - 5 p.m. starting Dec. 8.

movie is awesome to watch anytime.
2. "Bad Santa" (2003) There's
nothing more attention-grabbing than
a bad Santa, and Billy Bob Thornton
is bad in every way possible in this
holiday movie. He drinks excessively
even while working, curses
blatantly, sleeps with strange women,
steals from children and hustles a
lonely child and his grandmother. And
while I wouldn't want to meet him in
real life, he is hilarious to watch with
his little-person sidekick as they take
over malls and plot crimes.
1. ''Elf'' (2003) Hands down the
best holiday movie ever made has Will
Ferrell playing a six foot human who
believes he's an elf named Buddy even
though he looks nothing like the rest of
the elves at the North Pole where he
grew up. When Buddy finds out he was
adopted and his real dad lives in NYC,
he sets off to look for him, and shows
up in the city, dressed in his elf attire,
ready to start a relationship with the
father who never knew he existed and
wishes he never found out. Ferrell's
best work is a must-see holiday movie,
especially if you like maple syrup on
everything - even spaghetti.
Whatever you watch, enjoy
. your holidays and your time off
from studying. We'll see you in
January with more exciting arts and
entertainment stories.
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NSU academic advisers:
Are they really
that helpful?
Dear Current Editor,

Written by:
Vittoria Santini
All NSU students have had
the opportunity to meet with his or
her academic adviser. Evel}'one has
had their own experiences and have
formed their own opinions about
them. I was under the impression that
advisers are supposed to help us, but do
they? During the registration process,
scheduling process, and orientation
process, oh yes, friendliness and
"valuable" information is always
present in an adviser's greeting. But
after that, it's a different stol}'.
Sure, academic advisers are
clean-cut and have a nice office on
the third floor of NSU's MailmanHollywood building. They even
have a courteous secretary who
tracks their appointments. On your
way out, she smiles and hands you
a questionnaire to fill out about the
experience. It's always satisfying to
meet with my adviser. So much so,
that I dread booking the appointment.
I don't know about other NSU
students, but I dislike calling my
academic adviser's direct line and
having his voicemail talk back to me.
EveI}' time I call, it's always the same.
It takes about a month for him to answer
my calls. After months of calling, I
decided to call the Office of Academic
Advising to book my appointment.
Students are always guaranteed to
have their calls answered, and when
secretaries say they will call you right
back, they actually do.
Unfortunately, my academic
adviser's voicemail doesn't mention
calling the Office of Academic
Advising if students can't reach him
or her. Therefore, many students
are left with unanswered questions,
~ especially when it's an emergency.
When
I
schedule
an
appointment for noon, rest assured

Some academic advisers are not helpful to students.

that my adviser has just stepped
out for lunch. I have witnessed the
secretaI}' call him numerous times to
inform him that I have been waiting.
I adore the response I receive when
the adviser greets me an hour later.
"I hope you weren't waiting for
me too long," he says, chewing the
last bit of his lunch.
Usually, I remain calm, but visibly
annoyed. I will never forget when
my adviser pulled out my file and the
wrong major was on the folder. It was
humorous to him that I was taking all
of the wrong classes. It was my second
semester at NSU, so I didn't waste a lot
of time. I often wonder what happens to
students who never notice.
It's extremely upsetting when
I receive an email from my adviser
who says my class has been canceled
for the semester. He goes on to
mention that I could register for a
different one through NSU's course
wizard. I reply to his email and
explain that I am out of town. I also
say that it's difficult for me to gain
Internet access and if he could lend a
helping hand when I return, it would
be greatly appreciated. I expect a
response, but never receive one.
The only time advisers respond
is when students forward a copy of
their emails to the dean. That usually
upsets the adviser.

In one of the email replies
received from my adviser, he
apologized for
canceling an
"unnecessary" class, which was
actually essential for my major.
Needless to say, I received an email
from the dean's secretai}' with an
apology for my inconvenience.
Sometimes, students are unable
to graduate as expected because
their adviser hasn't given them the
correct course information. The toll
can be devastating. After four years
of college, most students would
like to progress. It's unfair when
they remain behind because courses
aren't offered until the next semester.
Inadequacy drives students
insane. Not all advisers have a terrible
reputation, but most of them do. It's
embarrassing and I would expect more
from a private institution.
It would be beneficial if
academic advisers were informed
that they are at the disposal of their
clients. They hold NSU students'
futures in their hands. It's vital that
our records are kept safe, so there
aren't any misunderstandings. I
know that there are many students
out there who are just as frustrated
as I am. Maybe those "smart" people
on campus will have the opportunity
to read this and recognize how
important this matter truly is.

I am writing this letter because I have a concern with the dental
department at NSU. I recently moved here from Michigan and I am a
graduate student in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences. I am
also the graduate assistant for Leadership Education in the Office of
Student Leadership and Civic Engagement and I live and work on campus
so it is convenient for me to go to the dentist on campus.
I moved here in July and I called the dental health department to
schedule an appointment. At that time, they informed me that there was a
waiting list for one year. Then the representative also told me that the list
was currently closed because it was too long. This was very discouraging
to me because I really have a large amount of dental work that needs to
be done. I know that I need braces. Additionally, I need some implants for
some teeth that have cracked.
The representative did recommend that I go through the faculty
practice, where the dental teachers would be performing the dental work
as opposed to the dental students. She said at that particular clinic there are
no discounts to NSU students but the faculty clinic accepts business with
or without insurance. She also said that it would cost $200 for the initial
visit, and that they wouldn't be able to see me for at least three months
because they were booked as well.
At that moment I knew that I would not be able to afford this because
I only make enough money to support my major needs, not anything
additional. Even though I need the work done, I can't afford it.
I am writing this letter because I feel that there may be other students
who are going through similar issues. It is very difficult to coordinate
medical appointments and outside dental places are not going to factor in
that I am a full time graduate student and cannot afford to take off work to
go to the dentist.
Personally, I think there should be some type of priority offered to
NSU students, and we should get a student discount to offset the cost. As
a graduate assistant, living on campus, I am required to get the student
insurance, but it does not include dental coverage, so I am forced to use
other options. My easiest option would be to utilize the resources that we
have right here on campus. With there being a waiting list of one year and
me only being at NSU for two years, it is difficult, and in the end, I am the
person who is suffering and not able to get my dental issues taken care of.
I don't want to bring any negative light to the dental department but
I wanted to voice my issue with the purpose of getting some results. I
wanted to share my story with the NSU community because I know there
are other students facing my exact issue.
All I want to do is be able to go to the dentist and begin my braces
process and get all the work completed that I need to while I am a graduate
student at NSU. I want to reiterate that this is not to speak negatively on
the dental department. I am simply making the public aware of my issue.
I really enjoy NSU and I think that we have an advantage over a
lot of other schools due to the fact that we have a medical center right
here on campus. We have access to the medical facilities that include the
following: the medical clinic, the pharmacy and the vision center. I hope
that this letter makes people aware of the issue that students at NSU are
faced with and me in particular.
Yours truly,
Jaime Sessoms
First-year student, MA in College Student Affairs

Snowbirds: Great for the economy. Bad for everything else
H1ritten by: Davis Yahn
One of my favorite times of
the year is winter. The refreshing
pause from the constant Florida heat,
and the nice break from school is a
winning combination that I welcome
evel}' year. One thing that that comes
with winter that most Floridians find
unwelcoming is the arrival of the
snowbirds.
EveI}' year there are more and
more of them, and now most of them
are staying. Like refugees from a wartorn country, they escape the snow
.- storms and the shoveling ofsnow off
the driveway for some sand and a tan.
It's hard to really hate on
snowbirds to be honest. They more
or less are just a group of intelligent,
well-traveled people who · would
rather not have their fingers fall off
from getting frostbite while trying to

scrape the ice off their windshields
evel}' moming. Instead, they choose
to enjoy the best seasons in the
comfort of their homes outside of
Florida. Once the sky thinks about
making snow, they pack up their
cars and head to South Florida where
they disregard all traffic laws (they
fit in pretty well with that) and buy
everything in sight but don't tip well.
Politicians love the snowbirds.
They bring jobs. They buy all those
touristy T-shirts you see for sale
downtown and on the boardwalk.
Statistics report that for evel}' 85
snowbirds, one job is created. That's
pretty good considering more than
200,000 snowbird refuges will make
the trip down here this winter.
However, locals are the main
opponent to these ancestral migrants.
Having to deal With them in every
day life is the real problem. Waiting

behind them as they order from Pollo
Tropical for the first time. Franticly
hitting the brake pedal to avoid a
Quebecois croSSing four lanes of
traffic to make an exit.
The worst is answering the
never ending questions of "where is
the
malllbeachJrestaurantihoteligift
shop?" There is no pretending that
they are beneficial to the economy. But
the cost snowbirds do inadvertently
to Florida's mental health could be
argued to exceed the income garnered.
I'm not .losing sleep from the
influx of tourists to Ft. Lauderdale,
but I think we all could benefit
from a little less congestion on the
highway and being able to get a seat
at a restaurant without waiting a halfhour. Luckily they leave in spring,
so, until then, strap on your boots
because they aren't going anywhere.
It's easy to not appreciate all
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The fit bodies of Florida summer have traded places with snowbirds for Florida winter.

the good things snowbirds do for us
because most of us are students. We
don't see much from the money that
the snowbirds bring. We don't own
bu!;inesses, and they don't come
onto NSU's campus to bother us, so
avoiding them is fairly easy. But at
least"emember that when you see an
old man or woman in their Lincoln

town car with MassachusettslNew
York! New Jersey plates blocking two

lanes of traffic, signaling left when he
or she wants to go right while.his or
her windshield wipers are flapping
away, that these people are walking
bags of money that might be your
meal ticket if you are looking for a
job this winter.
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$2.5 lD.illion reasons to get
involved in calDpus life
VViitten by:
Dean Gabriel WilliaDls
University communities are a
microcosm of society. Your courseload is equivalent to a typical
work week. We have student
organizations, which are equivalent
to
non-profit
organizations,
professional associations and nongovernmental organizations. We
have intercollegiate athletics which
is sometimes even more exciting
than professional sports. We have
fraternity and sorority life which
mirrors the structure and likeness
of closed societies in the general
realm. And, finally, we have student
government which has proven
to be more contentious, more
scandalous, and more jaw-dropping
than municipal, county, state and
national politics. We have a student
media, just as society has a media,
which serves as the watchdog and
messenger of society. The only
element miSSing from university
communities is entrepreneurship,
and even that is exercised, to some
extent, via student organizations.
University communities are
constructed in such a way so that
students not only grow intellectually,
but so that they can be duly prepared
for life as a member of society. As
an undergraduate student, student
involvement was a way of life for
me, not just a catchy slogan or
phrase. I served in the executive,
then the legislative branch of Student

Government. I was chapter president
of my social fraternity. I founded, and
was the first president of, a politically
motivated student organization.
I served on several university
committees that made important
decisions about university policy. I
performed community service within
the university community and the
external community. And yes, I even
wrote for the student newspaper.
Student involvement adds
value to :your education while
increasing your level of affinity for
the institution. I attend alumni events
and football games, as well as serve
in an un-official advisory role for my
social fraternity, student government
officials and various other student
leaders. I feel forever connected to
my undergraduate institution, which
would not have been possible if I had
simply attended classes and
passed exams.
Because I am not an authority
on the subject, and further, because
my opinion on the issue is obviously
skewed, you will probably feel
more comfortable taking advice
from Alexander W. Austin. Austin
cultivated a student development
theory based on student involvement
in a study .. entitled "Student
Involvement: A Developmental
Theory for Higher Education"
which was first published in 1984
and republished in the "Journal of
College Student Development."
Austin's theory summarizes
that a successful student is one who

" ... devotes considerable energy
to studying, spends much time on
campus, participates actively in
student organizations, and interacts
frequently with faculty members
and other students." Austin posits
that participation in on campus
employment opportunities, student
government,
research
projects,
ROTC, social fraternities and
sororities, intercollegiate athletics
and taking up residence in university
dormitories significantly decrease
the rate at which students drop out of
college, while increasing the rate of
student success, student satisfaction
with their collegiate experience and
the desire to continue onto graduate
and/or professional school.
The undergraduate popuiation
at NSU is approximately 5,000. Each
student pays $500 every academic
school year in student activity fees.
This means that undergraduate
students have approximately $2.5
million reasons to get involved in
campus life. Think about it as taxes.
When you become a taxpaying
member of SOciety, will you simply
pay your taxes and stand on the
sidelines while the government does
as it pleases, without voicing your
concern. and effecting change?
In the same manner, you should
make. the best of the $500 you pay
in student activity fees annually
by getting involved in campus life.
Join or start a student organization.
Write for student and university
publications. Organize and perform

On the Scene:
"I like to go spear fishing with
my time off over winter break,
and to celebrate the new year, I
like to go to different house
parties. I like the house party
scene." Cody Orton, freshman
undecided major

because you have the· power to
influence the course of events here.
Moreover, without your satisfaction
of and affinity for this university,
it will continue on the same path,
unchanged and unchallenged.
So whatever you do, make it
your business to not only take and
pass classes, but to make an impact
on campus. NSU will never rise
to the stature and likeness of other
universities within the state unless
students become involved in the
process of improving the university.

NSU, come home.

nsucu rrent.nova.edu

What is a unique holiday tradition that you share
with your family?

"My family and I, on New
Year's, take a drink from all the
different bottles of alcohol we
have, and we make a toast."
Danielle Duncan, senior
marketing major

"We do a lot of fireworks. I'm from Venezuela,
so we build a man out of fire works on New
Year's and then blow it up. We get together with
a bunch of neighbors in the area, make a man
and light it up. It's called "Viejo Ario" which
means old year. You burn away the old year and
welcome the new year." Francy Toloza, junior
biology major

community service. Run or apply
for student government office. Make
a commitment to at least .rush all
fraternities or sororities on campus
when rush week comes around.
Find out what you can do to get a
part-time job on campus. If none of
your interests currently exist, make
an effort to contact student leaders
and university administrators to
incorporate your interests into
campus life.
What you probably don't
understand is that without you,
this institution amounts to nothing

"On New Year's my family and I
watch the Times Square ball drop.
Over the break, I really like to go to
Colorado. I love it. It's the best to
have New Year's there." Lauren
Llorente, ]unior biology major

"We bake cookies all day
Christmas Eve and then we
read the "Night Before
Christmas" that night, wake
up in the morning, open
presents, eat breakfast and
then [go through our]
stockings." Chris Norris,
junior biology major

You could -p rop up
your Ping-Pong table.
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